
Why do we need safety 
guidelines?



Is reusable packaging (not) hygienic (?)

https://eppa-eu.org/paper-packaging/food-safe/

Single-use paper-based packaging played an important role 
in preventing the spread of COVID-19 during the pandemic.
Single-use packaging provides simple guidelines that have 
a higher chance of being followed by consumers than 
multi-use systems….

… In contrast, multiple-use packaging increases the risks of 
cross-contamination between humans, packaging, and food due 
to multi-location cleaning, sanitation, storage, and transport.

Claims and assumptions…



Is reusable packaging (not) safe (?)

Migration of > 400 plastic related 
compounds  

Migration of > 3500 dishwasher 
related compounds

More non-polar compounds 
difficult to remove

(Control: glass bottles)

Report 2024

Tisler and Christensen, 2022. Non-target 
screening for the identification of migrating 
compounds from reusable plastic bottles 
into drinking water

Reusable water bottles leach 
phthalates, bisphenol A, lead 
and other dangerous chemicals
The Norwegian Consumer 
Council Report 2018

2026: A cross-national quantitative study among 
German and Italian citizens shows that public 
concern about microplastics is overall high. While 
most people say they think or talk about 
microplastics only rarely or sometimes, many 
report being willing to adopt behaviours to reduce 
their exposure.

https://taenk.dk/system/files/2024-09/report_plastic_drinking_bottles_2024%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304389422001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304389422001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304389422001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304389422001194
https://www.forbrukerradet.no/side/drinking-bottles-leach-chemicals/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272494426000642?via%3Dihub


“Safety and hygiene are critical 
for all packaging and are 
determined by how the 
packaging is managed and 
handled, not whether it is 
single-use or reusable”

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation

Is reusable packaging (not) safe (?)



How is safety of reusable food packaging 
ensured today in the EU?

“Study on sustainability in the context of food contact 
materials (FCM) in view of a possible revision of the 
FCM legislation” (2025): the provision of clear 
requirements and guidance on material durability, 
handling/cleaning, traceability and reusability cycles 
would remove barriers that may prevent businesses 
from choosing to use reusable FCMs.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3844386e-c9af-11f0-8da2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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Safety guidelines
✔ Safety and hygiene are critical for all packaging and are determined by 

how the packaging is designed, tested and handled, not whether it is 
single-use or reusable

✔ We strongly encourage to test the final packaging item to validate its ability 
for the intended use, and to understand the material’s limitations being 
used in reuse operations for food and beverages. 

✔ Ensuring the safety of reusable food packaging systems is essential for 
building both business confidence and consumer trust.


