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Before

• In Germany, around 2.8 billion disposable cups 

and 4.3 billion food boxes are used every year. 

• In Berlin alone, around 460,000 coffee-to-go 

cups are used every day.

• There are around 9,000 points of sale for 

coffee to go in Berlin. In addition, there are 

restaurants, snack bars, etc. that sell takeaway 

food. 

• Berlin part of the German legislative system

• Foto: Sina Kampe, BZ Berlin



Green public procurement in Berlin (VwVBU)

list of banned 
products in Berlins 
administration:
• 5. beverages in 

disposable 
packaging 

• 6. disposable 
crockery and cutlery 
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Part I

Basic principles

Objectives

Definitions

Bans of certain products

Part II and III

ecological requirement

Supplies and services

construction works

planning services

Part IV

Entry into legal force

Entry date 01.01.2013

Latest update 01.12.2021



Starting point: decision from the Berlin Parlament

• March 23, 2017
• Berlin becomes a cup hero reduce waste with 

the Berlin reusable cup
• Actions required:
• Granting a discount if you use your own reusable 

cups
• Introduction of an attractive reusable cup
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Better World Cup

Use your own reusable cup (in the beginning)
• Discount ( 20 cents or cookie)
• over 1,000 participating points of sale
• Map
• Advertising
• Information materials (e.g. hygiene guidelines, 

newsletter )
• Later, information for the hospitality industry and 

customers about legal changes
• Annual surveys on single use and reusable 

packaging

Page7



Pilot project for a reusable cup pool system in selected areas of 
Berlin 2019-2021

• Circulatory system with 
comprehensive logistics

• on two public transport lines
• Acquisition of POS to use the 

system
• Distribution/Logistics
• Cleaning for POS without 

dishwasher
• Reverse vending machines

Page8



2. 
The SUP-D and its 

German 
Implementation

3. 
After

4. 
And?

1. 
Before

Page9



The European Single Use Plastic Directive from 2019

The SUP-D stipulates, that member states have to, 

• prevent and reduce the impact on the environment of certain plastic products by introducing a 

mix of measures tailored to the products covered by the directive by

• Ban of certain plastic products e.g. cutlery, plates, straws, food containers made of expanded 

polystyrene, products made from oxo-degradable plastic.

• take measures to reduce the consumption of certain single-use products (drinking cups including 

covers and lids, and containers of prepared food for immediate consumption); monitor 

consumption of these single-use products as well as the measures taken and report the progress

• Separate collection and design requirements for plastic bottles

• Compulsory marking

• Extended producer responsibility (polluter pays for waste management clean up)
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Implementation of Art. 4 SUP D into German law

The German Packaging Act stipulates that since 01.01.2023, 

• final distributors of disposable plastic food packaging and disposable drinks cups must also 

offer food and drinks in reusable packaging, if they offer take-away. 

• The obligation to offer reusable packaging applies to companies where food and beverages 

are packaged or filled in disposable plastic food packaging or beverage cups for immediate 

consumption on site or as take-away.

• The only exception is for very small businesses with a maximum of five employees and a store 

area of no more than 80 square meters. They can fill containers brought in by customers 

instead.
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Kosmonaut & Kings x Peperoni x SenMVKU12



Implementation of Art. 4 SUP D into German law

The German Packaging Act stipulates that as of 01.01.2023,

• businesses offering take away food or beverages
• that packaged food in plastic containers in front of or close to the consumer 
• will have to offer a reusable alternative.
• For takeaway drinks, the material of the disposable cup does not matter, sellers must offer a 

reusable alternative.
• If the POS offers a plastic container for food, then they must also offer a reusable alternative
• If the shop is smaller than 80 square metres and has no more than 5 employees, they don't 

have to offer a reusable alternative, but food and drink must be filled into clean, reusable 
containers brought in by customers.
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reusable offer obligation (Mehrwegangebotspflicht)
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Berlin: Reverse vending machines for standardised reuseable cups
and containers
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Berlin Campaign in 11/12/2023: The main thing is reusable

• The approach : We start with the packaging – because that's what it's all about.

• The idea : We take the reusable idea to the extreme visually and open up slightly 

absurd worlds of images that are eye-catching and arouse curiosity.

• The message : No matter what you eat, no matter where you order: There is always 

a reusable solution.

Cosmonauts & Kings x Peperoni x SenMVKU

Cosmonauts & Kings x Peperoni x SenMVKU
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In preparation:

• Events on public places:

• No single use cups and containers

• Test: Fanzone European Football Championship

Cosmonauts & Kings x Peperoni x SenMVKU
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Berlin proposed changes to the German Packaging Act

• Not enough demand in Germany, therefore Berlin proposed changes in the 
German Environment Ministers' Conference

• customers should have the choice between single use and reusable packaging for 
all to-go food and drinks, regardless of the type of material.

• a deposit and take-back obligation for standardized reusable take away 
packaging in supermarkets

• no disposable tableware and packaging for on-site consumption in restaurants 
and cafés (France)

• Economic incentive for consumer to choose reusable, by introducing a fee on single 
use containers. 

Cosmonauts & Kings x Peperoni x SenMVKU



Better? PPWR in Europe
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Thank you.


