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Methodology calculating 
recycled content from
mechanical recycling is 

straight forward and based  
on segregation - meaning  

that there is no mix  
of recovered and virgin 

substances to meet 
requirements for  
plastic products.

Within a level-playing field: 
solution for waste that  

cannot be mechanically 
recycled.

Without a level-playing field:
risk of outcompeting
mechanical recycling  

and fighting for the same 
waste input.

Deemed to have enough 
insurance regarding 

safety point of view BUT 
there are still debates 

on the capacities of such 
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Within a level-playing field: 
solution for waste that  

cannot be mechanically 
recycled.

Without a level-playing field:
risk of outcompeting
all recycling including 

mechanical and chemical,  
and fighting for the same 

waste input.

Lower environmental  
benefits and reduced 

maximum recycling rates.

REGULATION 2022/1616 ON RECYCLED PLASTIC MATERIALS AND
ARTICLES INTENDED TO COME INTO CONTACT WITH FOODS

DEFINING METHODOLOGY FOR RECYCLED CONTENT
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All plastics recycling technologies should be 
covered by EU Regulation (EU) 2022/1616, 
and recovery technologies by regulations 
dealing with substances (REACH and  
Regulation (EU) No 10/2011).
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