
 

 
 

Call for proposals 
 
Background 
 

In January 2018, EU Budget Commissioner Günther Oettinger shared the possibility of the 
European Commission taxing plastic and shifting emissions trading income to EU level, in an 
attempt to balance the bloc’s coffers once the United Kingdom leaves the EU[1]. 
 

Although the announcement came across as an improvised idea, Oettinger mentioned it in 
various events. On 16 January, Timmermans and Katainen announced that the Commission will 
study the possibilities of such tax in the coming months[2]. 
 

Plastic tax research 
 

The situation offers a perfect opportunity to start influencing the debate in order to ensure that 
a EU-wide plastic tax or fee (also referred to as a charge) is designed to disincentivise the use of 
plastic and promote circularity in the economy. 
 

We would like to carry out research in order to be able to understand better the policy framework 
as well as the existing possibilities for such tax or fee, taking into consideration current 
environmental taxes and fees and their effects at local, regional, national or 
European/international level. For that reason, the research should include: 
 

 A literature review of existing environmental taxes and fees targeting material production 
and consumption and their effects as well as some good examples that the tax or fee 
could be based on. 

 At what stage in the life cycle could the tax or fee be best applied in order to and how the 
measure could incentivise a reduction in plastic usage (i.e. at the input/plastics 
production phase, or upon placement of the end-product on the market). 

 Consideration of how a tax or fee might interact with, and feed into, wider instruments 
in the EU policy framework, including related legislation on packaging and waste as well 
as the EU single market 

 The likely impacts of a tax or fee, both environmental and socio-economic, and how this 
might vary based on, for example, the level it is set, or the stage of the life cycle which it 
applies to.  

 Recommendations on the key elements of the potential plastic tax or fee, based on the 
analysis and examples provided. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
This research would be used to inform the Rethink Plastic Alliance members, used as the basis 
for different policy materials as well as the NGOs lobbying on this area. 
 

The research should be published by the end of February / beginning of March  2018. 
 
Deadline 
 
Midnight of February 18th, 2018  
 
Contacts:  
Please, send your proposal to the following e-mail contacts: 
 
Delphine Lévi Alvarès, Coordinator, Rethink Plastic alliance 
delphine@rethinkplasticalliance.eu  
 
Ariadna Rodrigo, Product Policy Campaigner, Zero Waste Europe 
ariadna@zerowasteeurope.eu  
                                                                                                                 

 
[1] Brexit will leave a €13bn hole in the EU budget 
[2]https://twitter.com/GOettingerEU/status/953278955167080449?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=https%3A%2F%
2Feuobserver.com%2Finstitutional%2F140572 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-
2019/oettinger/blog/3-thoughts-about-future-plastic-levy_en  
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